Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate for Information Operations and Reports, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington VA 22202-4302. Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall be subject to a penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if it does not display a currently valid OMB control number. ii
INTRODUCTION
"Due to its hidden and illegal nature, the gathering of statistics on the scale of the problem is difficult. The consequences on the world, countries, communities and people, including women and children are certainly much broader and deeper. While we can note the progress from our efforts, the challenges are enormous, complex and multifaceted." Southeast Asia, and within the borders of Vietnam. Given the global and regional nature of the problem, nations such as Vietnam must make every effort to clearly communicate with other nations, intergovernmental organizations, and non-governmental organizations, or risk never developing solutions to fight human trafficking effectively.
Grace Abbott's argument for facts and scientific evidence to understand this global problem is just as applicable today as it was in 1923. 5 National and local governments, along with many intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, are all working to eradicate trafficking, yet leaders at all levels acknowledge that there is insufficient data. 6 The work of the United Nations (UN), the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and multiple non-governmental organizations to combat this transnational crime over the last two decades is substantial and provides the framework within which nations of the Greater without it, a common understanding of the problem and a common approach to the solutions will never exist.
BACKGROUND
It is important to first understand the problem. There are multiple types of trafficking that occur in the Greater Mekong Sub-region, to include sex trafficking, forced marriage, adoption, begging, debt bondage, domestic servitude, and enslavement on fishing boats. and AusAID, the U.S. has a tremendous opportunity to assist if it can identify those areas where it can fill the gap: identify a lack of expertise, gaps in coordination, or a lack of resources that will further reinforce the framework, and look within for possible solutions.
Incorporate NGOs into the discussion at every possibility, as they often have the best understanding of the problem, and their ideas will help inform a problem that currently is being analyzed primarily through the use of official statistics. Maintaining a UN and ASEAN face on solutions within the region will result in trust in those solutions from the nations of the region. The US State Department recently rewarded a grant to ASEAN for a project to assist its member nations in aligning law across the region; this approach reinforces ASEAN's leadership role within the region in fighting human trafficking. 58 As regional cooperation and coordination continues to improve, there is tremendous potential for
Vietnam to keep pace and align its efforts with those in the region, and USAid and the Department of State can play a vital role in this effort. 58 Elisabeth Socolow (Political Officer, United States Embassy, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia), e-mail message to author, 30 October 13.
ORGANIZE TO ENSURE UNITY OF EFFORT
Through the development of mutual supporting databases and a better mechanism for all agencies to coordinate more effectively, Vietnam will improve communication and enhance collective understanding between agencies, which will allow everyone to more effectively fight the problem. In Policing Global Movement, Tuan and Thanh's recommendation that Vietnam establish a national human trafficking database center provides a solution to address two issues: improve data collecting and establish a single location that can help provide unity of effort. 59 The argument for a national database is sound; there are a large number of potential sources for data, and there is a tremendous amount of data that could be collected. Vietnam currently does not have a single organization designated to collect human trafficking data, it has not established criteria for what data should be collected, and it does have a legal mechanism to direct subordinate agencies to provide relevant data. 60 Addressing these issues, and aligning the roles and responsibilities of the agencies designated to collect the data with clearly defined data requirements will only help each agency maximize its contribution.
For the Vietnam government to effectively address these problems, it should work in unison with experts both within and outside its borders. In addressing the problem of poor international coordination, Siddharth Kara proposed the creation of a "Coalition of 
CONCLUSION
Numerous agencies are working diligently at the national (Vietnam), regional (ASEAN), and global (United Nations) level to end human trafficking. Whether focused on protection, prosecution, policy or prevention, their efforts are critical, however, no single entity will be able to solve this problem on its own. It is a complex, international problem that will require unity of effort at all levels and amongst all organizations. A shared operations center and common database are two mechanisms that Vietnam should construct to build on the work of the ARTIP/AAPTIP and COMMIT processes, and with both programs transitioning into their next stages, there is no better time to implement change.
66
The League of Nations addressed the lack of information on trafficking in the 1920s, and the international community is still fighting this problem today; it is time to take the next step. 67 If Vietnam successfully implements these changes, the result will be a shared understanding of the scope of the problem, and a more informed and united approach to fight it. This raises the ceiling for success for everyone, and most importantly, provides leaders with relevant assessment criteria to develop viable solutions to stop human trafficking. 
